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GCSE (9-1) Computer Science New to Pearson 

CP2 

Learning Objectives 

• consider the structure, content and assessment of the qualification, 
and the support available 

• explore possible teaching and delivery strategies  

• review the content in the specification and exam techniques 

• explore the points-based mark schemes 

• explore the levels-based mark schemes. 

 

Subject Content 

 

The subject content on pages 7 to 14 of the specification details exactly what students have 

to learn. 

Each of the six topics is divided into a number of sections and each section consists of a set 

of numbered statements. For example (see content on next page): 

Section 2.1 is binary. There are six numbered statements specifying what students need to 

understand and/or be able to do. 

Statement 2.1.4 starts with ‘be able to’ – denoting something practical that students have to 

be able to do – in this case add together two binary numbers and shift the bits in a binary 

number left and right. 

Statement 2.1.5 starts with ‘understand’ – it specifies a piece of theory that students are 

expected to learn about. 
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Assessment structure 

 

Notes: 
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Assessment Objectives 

 

 

Notes: 
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Content and Assessment – Paper 1 CP2 / 01 

 

Paper 1: Multiple Choice / Response Questions 

 

 

Notes: 

Command word: Identify 
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Paper 1: Short Response Questions 

 

 

 

 

Notes: 

Command word: Give / State / Name / Define 
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Paper 1: Medium Response Questions 

  

 

Notes: 

Command word: Describe / Explain 
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Paper 1: Medium Response Questions (cont’d) 

 

 

Notes: 

Command word: Describe / Explain 
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Paper 1: Medium Response Questions (cont’d) 

 

 

Notes: 

Command word: Describe / Explain 
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Paper 1: Extended Response Questions – levels based 

  

  

Notes: 

Command word: Discuss 
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Notes: 

Command word: Discuss 
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Paper 1: Extended Response Questions – points based 
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Notes: 

Command word: Draw 
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Content and Assessment – Paper 2 CP2 / 02 

 

Notes: 
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Content and assessment – Paper 2 CP2 / 02 

 

Approach – Paper 2 CP2 / 02 

 

Notes: 
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Notes: 

 

 

 

Approach – Paper 2 CP2 / 02 (cont’d) 

 

Notes: 
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Paper 2: Question 1 

 

Notes: 
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Paper 2 Question 1 - Student Code File 

 

Notes: 
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Paper 2: Question 1 - Mark Scheme 

 

Notes: 
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Paper 2: Question 2 

 

Notes: 
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Paper 2: Question 2 – Student Code File 

 

Notes: 

 

 

 

Exemplar response: 
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Paper 2: Question 2 – Mark Scheme 

 

 

Notes: 
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Paper 2: Question 3 

 

 

Notes: 
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Paper 2: Question 3 – Student Code File 

 

Notes: 
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Paper 2: Question 3 – Mark Scheme 

 

Notes: 
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Paper 2: Question 4  

 

Notes: 
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Paper 2: Question 4 (cont’d) 

 

Notes: 
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Paper 2: Question 4 – Student Code File 

 

Notes: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

GCSE Computer Science New to Edexcel – delegate booklet  

© Pearson Education 2024 
Version 2.0 

Page 29 of 40 
 

Paper 2: Question 4 – Levels Based Mark Scheme  

 

 

Notes: 
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Paper 2: Question 4 – Exemplar Answer  

 

Notes: 
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Paper 2: Question 5 

 

Notes: 
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Paper 2: Question 5 – Student Code File 

 

Notes: 
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Paper 2: Question 5 – Levels Based Mark Scheme  

 

 

Notes: 
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Paper 2: Question 5 – Levels Based Mark Scheme (cont’d) 

 

 

Notes: 
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Paper 2: Question 6 

 

Notes: 
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Paper 2: Question 6 – Student Code File  

 

Notes: 
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Paper 2: Question 6 – Levels Based Mark Scheme  

 

 

 

 

Notes: 

 

 

 

Summary: Levels Based Mark Scheme by Question 

Question 4 – Solution Design 

Question 5 – Solution Design, Functionality 

Question 6 – Solution Design, Functionality, Good Programming Practice 
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Useful resources for planning and delivery 

• Mapping document – provides side by side comparison between exam 

boards 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Computer%20Science/202

0/teaching-and-learning-materials/evaluation-of-new-gcses-in-computer-science.pdf  

• Scheme of Work – a superb lesson by lesson schedule which is fully 

resourced (also as interactive version) 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Computer%20Science/202

0/teaching-and-learning-materials/gcse-cs-sow-collation.zip (complete download) 

• Other resources – free / fee payable 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-

gcses/computer-science-

2020.resources.html?filterQuery=category:Pearson-

UK:Publisher%2FPearson  

 

• Effective delivery – important to run practical alongside theory over the 

duration of the course 

 

• Video Resources 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/computer-science-

2020.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-

learning-materials  

Notes: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Computer%20Science/2020/teaching-and-learning-materials/evaluation-of-new-gcses-in-computer-science.pdf
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https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Computer%20Science/2020/teaching-and-learning-materials/gcse-cs-sow-collation.zip
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/computer-science-2020.resources.html?filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Publisher%2FPearson
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Useful resources for assessment 

• SAMs, exam materials (QP, MS and ER) and exemplars 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/computer-science-

2020.coursematerials.html#%2FfilterQuery=category:Pearson-

UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials 

• Eedi 

https://diagnosticquestions.com/Questions (account set-up required) 

Notes: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/computer-science-2020.coursematerials.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/computer-science-2020.coursematerials.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/computer-science-2020.coursematerials.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/computer-science-2020.coursematerials.html
https://diagnosticquestions.com/Questions
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Subject Adviser Support 

 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-for-you/subject-advisors.html 

Qualification News and Support 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/forms/subject-advisor-updates-for-teachers-and-
tutors.html 

Notes: 

 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-for-you/subject-advisors.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-for-you/subject-advisors.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/forms/subject-advisor-updates-for-teachers-and-tutors.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/forms/subject-advisor-updates-for-teachers-and-tutors.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/forms/subject-advisor-updates-for-teachers-and-tutors.html

